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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claiml-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Atsumi et al. (U.S. 
Pat. No. 5,392,253). 

Regarding claim 39, Atsumi et al. disclose a memory, comprising: a control circuit to 
provide a plurality of first signals, at least one signal of the plurality of first signals having a first 
voltage (figure 1, row decoder circuit 2 provides a plurality of first signals, at least one signal of 
the plurality of the first signals having a first voltage due to the selecting or non-selecting state); 
a source of a limited current connected to a first node (a source, figure 2, transistor 26, of a 
limited current connected to a first node between transistor 26 and transistor 27); a first 
semiconductor device having an input connected to a bias voltage, and being connected between 
the first node and a second node (figure 2, first semiconductor device, transistor 26, having an 
input connected to a bias voltage; figure 1 , a bias voltage supplying to the decoder from the 
switching circuit 4); a plurality of second semiconductor devices, the plurality being in a series- 
connected configuration (figure 2, a series connection of transistors 27), one end of the plurality 
being connected to the second node, each second semiconductor device (transistor 27) of the 
plurality of second semiconductor devices having an input connected to a corresponding first 
signal of the plurality of first signals (figure 2, row selection signals); a driver (figure 2, CMOS 
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22 consisting transistors 23 and 24) having an input connected to first node (node between 
transistor 26 and transistor 27) and an output to provide the second signal, the second signal 
having a second voltage, the second voltage being greater than the first voltage; and a memory 
cell responsive to the second signal (figure 2, CMOS transistor 22 providing the second signal, 
which is the driving/selecting signal to select a row of memory cells by word line 12; col. 5, lines 
4+). 

Regarding claim 40, Atsumi et al. disclose the circuit of claim 39 wherein the source of a 
limited current is a semiconductor device which performs as a weak current source (the source 
providing by the transistor 26 which pull-up the selecting signal by the source supply S W2 in the 
event the input signals is low). 

Regarding claims 41-42, Atsumi et al. disclose the circuit of claim 39 wherein the source 
of a limited current is connected to a predetermined voltage (predetermined voltage SW2), 
wherein the first semiconductor device is rated to withstand the predetermined voltage, and 
wherein at least one second semiconductor device of the plurality of second semiconductor 
devices is not rated to withstand the predetermined voltage (transistor 26 is rated to hold-up the 
supply voltage SW2, and transistor 27 is not rated to withstand the predetermined voltage SW2). 

Regarding claims 43-44, Atsumi et al. disclose the circuit of claim 39 wherein the first 
semiconductor device is a metal oxide semiconductor transistor having a gate, a drain, and a 
source, the gate being the input connected to the predetermined voltage, the drain being 
connected to the first node, and the source being connected to the second node. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/747,802 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2827 

Claims 1-5, 6-11, 12-16, 17-22, 23-27, 28-33, 24-38 are claiming the similar limitation as 
previously discussed in claims 39-44. Therefore, they are analyzed as previously discussed with 
respect to claims 39-44. 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gene N. Auduong whose telephone number is (571) 272-1773. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9-5-4, alternate second Monday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hoai Ho can be reached on (571) 272-1777. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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